the sun rises in

the east, and every eve-

ning it sets in the west. It's

been this way for thou-

sands of years. Everything around
you — life, warmth, and the sea-
sons — proves the sun's presence.
Your senses tell you, and your faith,

I that the sun exists.

But imagine this. One night a
man tells you something he's re-
ally convinced of: In the morning
the sun will not be there because
it has ceased fo exist.

You argue with him and try to
show him all the ways that the
. natural world proves the sun exists,
but he doesn’t give up.

Though you know you're right,
you still ask yourself these simple
questions: Why did he say thisg
Does he know something | don’te
Why is he convinced that the sun
is no more?

N ||

In our culture, many people be-
lieve that the God of the Jews and
of the Bible no longer exists. They
feel that human beings are way
above God, that God couldn't
be involved with them. But if you
don’trecognize God through faith,
you can't believe the physical evi-
dence that proves He exists.

Why are people so sure that
God is dead, especially if I'm a
witness of His love and power and
salvation through His Son? If | have
done the job that Jesus asked me
to do, then why are they so con-
vinced God isn't alive?

Wait . . . have | done my job?
Have ofhers seen the true love of
God through me, or have | been
hiding it within the church walls?

Guys, if you believe that the Bi-
ble is God’s divinely inspired Word,
that the sacrifice of His Son is the

it
only way to salvation, and that
God has given everyone an op-
portunity to know Him personally,
then there is nothing that anyone,
anywhere can believe that will
stand mightier than that. Period (2
Peter 1:21; John 16:13).

How can we do our part to stop
people from believing that God
is dead? By proving through our
actions and words God’s beauti-
ful, powerful, awe-inspiring love.
I know that God isn't dead be-
cause | feel Him inside me even
now. | must share this with the
world (2 Corinthians 4:3-6).

“Why blame the dark for be-
ing dark? It is far more helpful fo
ask why the light isn't as bright as
it could be"” (Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis:
Repainting the Christian Faith, p.
75).

BY MICHAEL MANCHA
PHOTOS BY PAUL RUIZ
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he music throbs — almost loud enough
to dull the roar of the commotion. Your
mind is hazy from the beer refilled in your
cup too many fimes to count. You see
what's happening — on the dance floor
and all around you — and it just doesn’t feel
right.

Like it goes against everything you believe. Deep down your con-
science fugs: This isn't where you're supposed to be. Why are you doing
thise

These thoughts might make you pause nervously, but you quickly wash
them away with another drink. Then another thought comes to you, and
it sounds like what everyone else is thinking: This is fun.

Can you relate fo this scene? You can especially if you attend college.
When | think of college, three things always come to mind: learning, free-
dom, and partying. More and more, partying heads the list because it's
seeping out of the campus scene info all ages and settings of youth.

What's wrong with partying anyway? Nothing, according to many
youths. They see parties as a way to meet people and find new friends.
The truth is that while everyone is dancing and drinking, doorways o
drugs, sex, and other harmful things open up that can ruin your life.

When you hold an alcoholic drink at a party, what are the odds that
it will be the only one? The very fact that you're holding it makes a bold
statement that you're willing fo fit in with the crowd. And if you do what
you know you shouldn't do, that may be a sign that your will is the weak-
est one in the room.

When you refuse to avoid temptation like this, then leave the fitle
“Christian” in the pew; it doesn’t fit. And you're in real danger of missing
out on eternity in the kingdom (Galatians 5:21). The same goes for people
who lead others into that kind of wild life (Habakkuk 2:15, 16). They will
end up with the same shame they've poured on another.

To some people, drugs are neither black nor white but somewhere
between — a shade of gray. Morality gets twisted. God doesn’t de-
cide what's right and wrong; they do. You've heard the statements: “If
it doesn’'t hurt anyone, then it's fine.” “So long as | don't bother others,
what's the problem?” “I'm old enough to decide what's best for me.”
God disagrees.

At a party, people can't see beyond what's happening now. Their
judgment becomes fuzzy. Things like premarital sex or driving when drunk
happen more. The minute you lose the ability to make a reasonable de-

cision, you double the chances
of destroying your life or that of
someone else. Then, the long-term
effects that you failed to see come
crashing down.

That’'s when you see what sin
really is: selfish satisfaction. You
plunge from a high to an incon-
ceivable low. There is no constant
high to sin; it's just an ever-deep-
ening rut of lows. In the end, there
is no upside to sin; it always ends
in regret.

When you oppose the will of
God, you find vyourself baftling
against the nature of God in you.
You're hoping that when the
dark road stops, there might be
a worthwhile ending, but there is
only one end to this constant feel-
ing of being unfulfiled that you fry
desperately to fill with meaningless
things — and that is God.

If you find yourself in this situatfion
and the alcohol no longer drowns
out your conscience, ask God fo
speak to you. And be ready to do
what He says.
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NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK/HUNGER LOCK-IN

April 17-19 are our suggested dates. If this weekend doesn't
work for your church, pick any weekend up until June 30.

This is a great way to get involved in foreign missions — with-
out the fravell Fifty percent of the money raised goes to support
one of our sister conferences abroad. Packets have been sent
to all local youth workers and are available online at http://nfyc.
cog/.org. For more information, conftact Kurt Lang, NFYC direc-
tor, at nfyc@cog7.org.

FRESH ENCOUNTER

Are you meeting Jesus daily2 Or have your encounters been
few and far between2 At the Conference Convention youth
program in Corpus Christi, Texas, July 6-11, you'llencounter great
speakers, an awesome worship team, and fine friends to help
you celebrate or renew your connection with Christ. Look for
more details at http://nfyc.cog7.org, and DON'T MISS THIS!



